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Junior Jalisha Smith enjoys 
spending time doing community 
service and encouraging her 
teammates to serve. 
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ROAD TRIP
The Eastern men’s basketball 
team continues their road trip 
Wednesday going against 
Northern Kentucky. 
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Mr. Grinch steals Christmas again 
By Angelica Cataldo 
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News
The Grinch stole Christmas at Eastern again 
this year as part of Sigma Tau Delta and the for-
eign languages department’s reading of Dr. Seuss’ 
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas!”
Melissa Caldwell, English professor and advis-
er for Sigma Tau Delta, said the English honors 
fraternity and the foreign languages department 
have hosted the reading for more than five years.
However, this annual presentation of “How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas!” is no ordinary read-
ing.
More than 50 people came Tuesday night to 
the Tarble Arts Center to listen to the classic chil-
dren’s story read by international and foreign lan-
guages students in various different languages.
“It’s to celebrate multiculturalism on campus,” 
Caldwell said.
Christiane Eydt-Beebe, chair of the foreign 
languages department, said last year two profes-
sors read the book in old English and Italian. 
This year, the story was read in more than five 
different languages.
“It’s important that we represent (Eastern’s) di-
verse community,” Eydt-Beebe said.
English majors John Brown and Autumn 
Frykholm read in English; foreign languages ma-
jors Matthew Wilkie and Gladys Valentin read in 
Spanish; foreign languages major Rebecca Duke 
and music major Alison Stangel read in French; 
history major Tanner Skym and foreign languages 
major Hannah Blevins read in German; English 
major and international student Kate Shin read 
in Korean; finance major and international stu-
dent Yuan Yuan read in Mandarin; and account-
ing major Abdul Ali read the story in Arabic. 
Each student took turns up to the podium to 
read while English major Heather Lamb, dressed 
as the Grinch, and English major Brandon Ber-
glund, dressed as the Grinch’s dog Max, made 
their way through the audience acting out scenes 
being read from the book. 
Frykholm and Brown said the students trans-
lated their own pages and were responsible for 
their individual parts. 
Before and after the reading, Wilkie and Skym 
performed Elvis’ “Blue Christmas” and other hol-
iday songs. Wilkie played guitar while Skym sang 
dressed up as Elvis.
Holiday-themed food and beverages were also 
served to everyone who attended. In addition, the 
Tarble Arts Center also opened its doors to the 
displayed exhibits to anyone who attended the 
reading. 
Angelica Cataldo can be reached at 
581-2812 or amcataldo@eiu.edu.
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English major Heather Lamb mingled among the crowd in the Tarble Arts Center while 
dressed in a Grinch costume. Lamb was accompanied by English major Brandon Berglund 
dressed as Grinch’s dog, Max.
ANGELIC A C ATALDO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
English major and international student Kate Shin reads a portion of Dr. Seuss’ “How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas!” in Korean. 
By Samuel Nusbaum
Administration Reporter | @DEN_News
The Faculty Senate debated a resolution 
condemning the University of Illinois system 
for a funding proposal it sent to Springfield 
and set a date to discuss the vitalization proj-
ect at its meeting Tuesday.
Also brought up were concerns about the 
rising cost of health care.
Senate member Billy Hung introduced the 
University of Illinois resolution to the senate.
This resolution comes after a proposal the 
University of Illinois backed that would guar-
antee them funding for the next five years if 
the university meets certain criteria. 
These criteria include enrolling a certain 
number of Illinois residents, putting aside 
money for scholarships and maintaining a 
certain amount of international students. 
The amount of money the university 
would receive would be based off its 2015 fis-
cal year budget and adjusted for inflation.
The resolution would state that the facul-
ty at Eastern “condemns the cynical and self-
serving maneuver of the University of Illinois 
system” and that they “demand the state of Il-
linois fulfill its duty of adequately providing 
affordable public higher education funding to 
its residents.”
In the resolution, it said Eastern faculty 
members seek solidarity with other regional 
state universities in Illinois.
Hung said he would be open to turning the 
resolution into a letter so it would be easier 
to read, and the senate could send it out to 
newspapers to reprint.
Hung suggested it would be a good idea to 
reach out to other faculty senates across the 
state and have them talk to their colleagues 
to raise awareness about the University of Il-
linois’ proposal.
“I want to alert people to the fact that is al-
luded to in a news article, which is that (Gov. 
Bruce) Rauner has been talking about perfor-
mance-based education since before he came 
into office. So, this is the same song with dif-
ferent lyrics…This is not going away, it just 
depends how much force there is behind 
pushing it,” Hung said.
Hung said what the University of Illinois 
proposed is not helping the other state uni-
versities get funding.
Senate member Amy Rosenstein said a way 
to draw attention to the University of Illi-
nois proposal would be to write an open let-
ter, with multiple administration and faculty 
members from multiple universities, and get 
it published in as many newspapers as pos-
sible. 
“The resolutions are fine but when they go 
to someone, they go ‘meh,”’ Rosenstein said. 
“You write a letter to our legislator and they 
go ‘meh.’”
The senate decided to table the discussion 
until next semester.
Faculty 
Senate 
criticizes 
U of I
proposal
Faculty Senate, page 5 
By Analicia Haynes
Managing Editor | @Haynes1943
Workgroup No. 7, focusing on academ-
ic programs, questioned how to format its final 
draft of recommendations and whether or not 
it should prioritize its recommendations at its 
meeting Tuesday. 
Workgroup Chair Cindy Rich said she sent 
an email to general counsel Rob Miller and vi-
talization Task Force Chair Ryan Hendrickson 
asking the workgroup have in writing the chang-
es Eastern President David Glassman made last 
Wednesday at an All Task Force meeting so the 
workgroup has the exact wording the president 
wants them to use. 
Rich also requested the final recommendation 
format be sent to them in writing.
“The list is not by college like we did last 
time,” Rich said.
Instead, the final report it sends would just 
be the list of four categories it placed the recom-
mendations into and the majority and minority 
recommendations.
 “My guess is that they are working on a tem-
plate (for the final recommendations) as we 
speak,” Rich said.
Originally, the workgroup was charged with 
formatting its recommendations based on four 
different categories: recommendations for pro-
grams to continue with increased resources, rec-
ommendations for further efficiencies or chang-
es to enhance marketability and/or increase stu-
dent enrollment, recommendations for pro-
grams or services to develop a plan to improve 
viability or efficiency, and recommendations for 
program deletion or outsourcing.
However, at the All Task Force meeting last 
Wednesday, Glassman changed the language of 
the recommendation categories for the work-
group and what it needed to base them on. 
Workgroup No. 7 discusses final 
recommendation format, prioritization
Workgroup, page 5 
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By Samuel Nusbaum
Administration Reporter | @DEN_News
With another semester for the 
Student  Senate  over,  the exec-
ut ive  board wi l l  re f lect  on the 
past semester and vote on a new 
Speaker  of  the  Senate  a t  the i r 
meeting 7 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Arcola/Tuscola room of the Mar-
t in Luther  King Jr.  Univers i ty 
Union.
Student Body President Catie 
Witt is scheduled to give her State 
of the University Address. In this 
address, Witt said she will cover 
all the major events the executive 
members of the senate have led this 
semester. 
Among these are the “Prowlin’ 
with the Prez” events which Luke 
Young, student vice president of ac-
ademic affairs for the senate, over-
saw. 
She will also highlight the vot-
er-registration drives and Mone-
tary Award Program Grant call-
in that executive vice president 
Maralea Negron oversaw, where 
students  ca l led their  legis lator 
about the lack of higher education 
funding.
Witt said she will have a report 
on the “It’s On Us” campaign to 
give to the senate.
Speaker of the Senate Hailey 
Tellier will give her State of the 
Senate Address, which will focus 
more on the committees the sen-
ate has in it and what they have 
done.
Young said he will be giving a 
short speech tomorrow. He said 
will be giving an overview of the se-
mester.
At their next meeting, the sen-
ate will vote on and swear in their 
incoming Speaker of the Senate 
JaLisa Smith, who will begin in 
her new position next semester. 
Smith ran for the position unop-
posed.
Samuel Nusbaum can be reached 
at 581-2812 or scnusbaum@eiu.edu.
Student Senate to reflect on semester
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Illinois budget 
still elusive as 
leaders lash out 
CHICAGO (AP) — Illinois leg-
islative leaders and Republican Gov. 
Bruce Rauner are succeeding more at 
frustrating each other than at strik-
ing a deal to end an 18-month budget 
impasse that’s damaging the state’s fis-
cal health every day.
The relationship between ruling 
Democrats, Republican leaders, and 
Rauner has only grown more toxic af-
ter several meetings in recent weeks 
where both sides are more likely to 
lash out at each other than to report 
meaningful progress in passing a full 
budget.
Last week, Republicans launched 
a “Boss Madigan” website to criticize 
Democratic House Speaker Michael 
Madigan’s tenure as the country’s lon-
gest-serving state House speaker.
Madigan, meanwhile, has asked 
Rauner for a list of budget topics to 
talk about “to facilitate a real conver-
sation,” referring to recent meetings 
with the governor as “superficial dis-
cussions.”
U of Illinois will 
not be designated 
‘sanctuary’ for 
immigrants 
CHAMPAIGN (AP) — The Uni-
versity of Illinois will not label its 
three campuses as sanctuaries for im-
migrant students illegally living in the 
U.S., school leaders said Tuesday as 
they pushed aside pressure from facul-
ty and others to make the designation.
Petitions from students and fac-
ulty at campuses in Urbana-Cham-
paign, Chicago and Springfield were 
among efforts by students and oth-
ers at more than 100 colleges and uni-
versities around the country to make 
the schools sanctuaries for immigrants 
following President-elect Donald 
Trump’s promises to crack down on il-
legal immigration. 
University of Illinois petitioners 
sought promises that student records 
would not be released and the school 
would not comply with any immigra-
tion enforcement action, as well des-
ignating someone on campus to help 
students seek tuition finding and oth-
er issues.
But sanctuary status is not well de-
fined as a legal concept and “may ac-
tually jeopardize our institution,” 
University of Illinois President Tim-
othy Killeen and the chancellors of 
the three campuses said in a statement 
Tuesday.
“However, we will continue to do 
everything we can within the law to 
reassure, support and protect our stu-
dents. Let us be clear, that includes 
our undocumented students,” Killeen 
and the chancellors said in the state-
ment.
Students sickened 
by gummy bears, 
hospitalized 
NAPERVILLE (AP) — Several 
students at a suburban Chicago high 
school who became sick after eat-
ing gummy bears laced with an un-
known substance have been hospi-
Georgia leads US 
in executions this 
year, set for ninth 
JACKSON, Ga. (AP) — Lawyers 
seeking to block Tuesday’s scheduled 
execution of a man convicted of kill-
ing his father-in-law after a custody 
fight over a young son have argued a 
SUBLETTE, Ill. (AP) — Several 
charities in northern Illinois benefit 
from farmers who choose to donate 
portions of their crops.
Sublette Farmers Elevator manag-
er Steve Klein tells The LaSalle News 
Tribune that it's not uncommon for 
farmers to set aside part of the pro-
ceeds for good causes. 
Those include churches, youth or-
ganizations, schools, the local 4-H 
center and others. 
Farmers in Illinois 
donate portions of 
crops to charities 
talized.
WLS-TV reports that officials 
say 13 students at Naperville North 
High School Tuesday experienced 
symptoms of fast heart rate, dizziness 
and dry mouth after eating the gum-
my bears and were taken to the Ed-
ward Hospital as a precaution. As of 
Tuesday afternoon, two of the stu-
dents had been released and 11 re-
mained hospitalized.
Naperville Police Commander Ja-
son Arres says students told officers 
they think the candy was laced with 
some kind of “liquid-based marijua-
na substance” but that authorities are 
testing the candy.
Police say a 17-year-old was taken 
into custody for his involvement in 
the incident but police haven’t elabo-
rated on what the student may have 
done.
juror lied about her own messy rela-
tionship history and swayed fellow ju-
rors to vote for a death sentence.
William Sallie should be granted 
a new trial because of the alleged ju-
ror bias, but courts haven’t properly 
considered that evidence because he 
missed a filing deadline by eight days 
at a time when he didn’t have a law-
yer, his lawyers said in court filings.
The 50-year-old inmate, who 
was convicted of murder in the fatal 
shooting of John Lee Moore in March 
1990, was scheduled to receive a le-
thal injection at 7 p.m. Tuesday at the 
state prison in Jackson.
After eight executions already, 
Georgia has put to death more people 
this year than any other state includ-
ing Texas with seven.
Sallie’s first conviction and death 
sentence were overturned because his 
attorney had a conflict of interest.
Sallie’s lawyers are asking the U.S. 
Supreme Court to stop the scheduled 
execution. 
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Graduating?
LAST CALL, LAST DAYS FOR
SENIOR PORTRAITS!
It may seem hard to believe, but this 
milestone is rapidly approaching:                      
Commencement!
Make sure that your years of study 
and hard work are remembered in 
the 2016-17 EIU Warbler.
Senior portraits are FREE and may be 
booked at:
WWW.LAURENSTUDIOS.COM
Use Panthers for your client ID
Book your appointment now!           
Sessions will be held       
2522 Buzzard Hall, Journalism 
Conference Room
Jan. 9-13, 9am-5pm
By MacKenzie Jung 
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News  
Booth Library will provide opportunities for 
students to stay healthy during fall finals with 
fun activities and longer weekend hours.  
Finals will take place from Monday through 
Dec. 16.
The library will be changing its hours Sat-
urday by staying open until 9 p.m. instead of 
5 p.m. 
The hours for Booth during finals week 
are: Sunday noon to 1 a.m., Monday through 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. and Friday 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
Kirstin Duffin, reference librarian, is one of 
the few in charge of the activities that will be 
taking place during finals week.  
Postcards that can be given to friends and 
family will be offered to students.
Duffin said these postcards could be used as 
a fun way to say to others, “don’t worry, I’m at 
Booth Library working hard on finals.” 
“They provide a scale of how hard you’re 
working as well,” she said.
There will also be coloring stations where 
students can take a break and color a few pages 
to refresh themselves while studying, as well as 
a large coloring sheet that all students can con-
tribute to and work on.  
Sudoku, jigsaw puzzles and a new activity 
that allows participants to color a bookmark 
will also be available.
From 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday there will 
be popcorn and drinks on the bridge of the li-
brary’s third level. 
Karen Whisler, head of the collection man-
agement department of the library, said the 
mood of the library during finals week is qui-
et, and all the tables are usually full of stu-
dents “intently studying.” 
“Usually we see a spike in the number of 
students when people need to come in to do 
a last-minute assignment or paper,” Whisler 
said. 
MacKenzie Jung can be reached 
at 581-2812 or mljung@eiu.edu.
By Angelica Cataldo
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News
Registration for admission to Eastern’s literary 
festival “Lions in Winter” is currently open to 
both students and the community.
The festival will be hosted from Jan. 27 
through Jan. 28 in the Doudna Fine Arts Cen-
ter. 
Students enrolled in high school or college 
will be granted free admission, though they will 
still have to pay a $10 fee for meals. 
The general admission fee for non-students 
is $40 if registration is done online or over the 
phone, and admission at the door is $50. 
Admission is $30 for members of the Coles 
County Arts Council.
General admission includes entry into all the 
readings and lectures scheduled for the week-
end. It also includes entry into workshops called 
“craft talks.”
Craft talks are groups attendees can partici-
pate in, focusing on specific genres or styles of 
writing such as fiction writing, poetry, children’s 
literature and mystery writing. Breakfast and 
lunch is also included in the general admission 
entry fee.
Online registration will be open until the first 
day of the festival, and tickets can be bought at 
the door before the first reading. 
English professor Daiva Markelis said the fes-
tival is a good way to meet people who are also 
interested in writing.
She said various publishers attend Lions in 
Winter along with the featured writers, and they 
provide advice and tips to new and up-and-com-
ing writers. 
“We have something for everyone,” Marke-
lis said. “We wanted to make it possible for stu-
dents and also affordable. It’s always nice to see 
students go to these things.”
The festival will feature the works and read-
ings of Laura van den Berg, James Davis May, 
Janice Harrington, Jerald Walker and Erica 
Wright. The audience will also have the oppor-
tunity to ask them questions after the readings.
Van den Berg is the keynote speaker and will 
be speaking 5 p.m. Jan. 27 in the lecture hall in 
Doudna.
The musical group Gangstagrass will also be 
performing 7:30 p.m. also on Jan. 27 in Doud-
na’s Dvorak Concert Hall. Tickets to Gangsta-
grass are sold separately from the literary festival. 
General admission is $16, Eastern employee 
and senior admission is $13, and student admis-
sion is $7.
Gangstagrass will be hosting one of the craft 
talks the following Saturday.
The craft talks will go from 10 a.m. until 2 
p.m. and will be followed by a reading from 
May, Walker and Wright at 6 p.m. in the Doud-
na Lecture Hall. 
This reading is free and open to the public 
and will also be followed by a book signing and 
reception.
Angelica Cataldo can be reached 
at 581-2812 or amcataldo@eiu.edu.
Booth Library to offer activities for finals
Registration for ‘Lions in Winter’ Festival 
now open, Ganstagrass to perform 
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
People look at and sell books during a book fair at the Lions in Winter Literary Festival January 
30, 2016, in Doudna Fine Arts Center.
Facilities 
workgroup 
considers 
revisions
By Abbey Whittington
Associate News Editor | @DEN_News
Workgroup No. 5, charged with looking at facili-
ties, discussed its plan to modify their recommenda-
tions based on the responses they received about their 
preliminary report.
Workgroup chair Steven Daniels said Eastern Pres-
ident David Glassman wanted the group to review 
the responses to the group’s recommendations, reas-
sess the preliminary recommendation drafts with the 
responses considered. Daniels said along with mod-
ifying, leaving or deleting a recommendation, the 
group can also add new ideas to the report, but these 
recommendations have to be clearly stated as new. 
Matt Brown, associate director of housing and 
dining, said one of the major obstacles for the group 
is funding, and there was a request for them to priori-
tize what will be funded first. 
Daniels said this raises the question of whether the 
group is working toward best marketability, or just re-
porting what they are likely to do and not to do. 
“Certainly, dollars are going to impact what they 
actually do, but I think we need to say what’s best 
for the university from start to finish and not worry 
about the dollars as much,” Daniels said. 
Daniels said while not everyone is going to agree, 
as the change can be difficult and things could get 
costly, he thinks the university needs to head in this 
direction to be more impactful in terms of market-
ability.
Brown suggested qualifying resources as things be-
come available since Eastern does not always have the 
funding for every resource. 
Brown said because of the current state of the uni-
versity, the group wanted to brainstorm and build the 
grandest plan with his immediate plan being to look 
at things from immediate term to short term.
Daniels said after hearing Glassman’s thoughts, he 
thinks maybe the group should not directly answer to 
the comments on the recommendations and instead 
just modify or create a solution in their final report.
“If we respond to all the comments, it’s gonna end 
up just pi**ing people off more,” Daniels said. “It’s 
probably better to just say, ‘You know, we realize that 
not everybody is going to agree with what we’re say-
ing, but we want to be positive and make things mar-
ketable, we want to take things forward and we want 
to help the university move to the next millennium.’” 
 
Abbey Whittington can be reached at 
581-2812 or anwhittington@eiu.edu.
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Staff Editorial Good Riddance
I thank Dr. Rich and Mr. Stevens for open-
ing a public discussion of the achievements of 
Workgroup 7 in their remarks to The Daily East-
ern News Nov. 30. Such a discussion is overdue, 
and I am pleased that members of Workgroup 7 
have initiated it, despite our concerns over trans-
parency in the “vitalization” process.  
Dr. Rich: You stated that you “never ques-
tioned” the quality of the various programs at 
Eastern because “we feel like all of our programs 
are quality programs.” That was your response to 
the first two of the four criteria that Dr. Glass-
man laid out in his charge to your group, in 
which you were enjoined to consider the over-
all quality of each program and its centrality to 
the mission of the university. Saying that all pro-
grams are of high quality and all are equally cen-
tral, without further comment, reflects scant 
knowledge, or no knowledge whatsoever, of the 
particulars specific to the programs you were to 
evaluate. It is simply an excuse to exclude quality 
and centrality in your recommendations.  
Mr. Stevens: You claimed that you saw a lot 
of “defensiveness” and “turf protection” in the 
responses you received from academic depart-
ments. To this I reply that the responses from 
my department consisted of statements of fact 
and corrections of error (we found many). State-
ments of fact and corrections of error are not 
defensive. They are the appropriate response to 
claims that are demonstrably false. You also stat-
ed that there are faculty who “have this thing 
called tenure” and that there are a lot of adjuncts 
“who you can get rid of.” To this I reply that 
we do not just have tenure; we earned tenure. 
Since this is not something you have done your-
self, perhaps it is unfair to expect you to under-
stand exactly what this means. But it is also un-
fair of you to use this term so dismissively and 
with such open disrespect toward those who 
have merited this distinction. 
Even worse is your characterization of our 
Unit B faculty as people “you can get rid of,” as 
if they were disposable pieces of equipment lying 
around at RR Donnelley instead of valued col-
leagues who play an important role in our uni-
versity.  
Thank you both for this opportunity to pub-
licly discuss the performance of Workgroup 7. 
Perhaps if we were all to come forward with the 
errors and omissions we have found in your data 
and in your analyses, we could discover wheth-
er these errors and omissions are systematic or 
are particular to each program. This would be 
of great benefit to our understanding of the rec-
ommendations Workgroup 7 has made, and it 
would affirm our commitment, as an institution 
of higher learning, to truth and transparency.
-Gary E. Aylesworth, professor of philosophy
Letter to the Editor
Workgroup 7 transparency discussions breed new conversations
Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen had a 
phone call on Tuesday with President-elect 
Donald Trump congratulating him on his 
election success. According to an article by 
The Washington Post published Dec. 6th, 
President Tsai Ing-wen stated that the phone 
call with Trump was not an important shift 
in American policy, and all it was is an im-
portant marker in keeping up with the re-
gion’s stability. She was quoted as saying, “Of 
course I have to stress that one phone call 
does not mean a policy shift.” 
All it was, according to her, is congratula-
tions for the U.S. election. The phone call vi-
olated diplomatic protocol that sparked fear-
ful views into spoiling relations with China.  
Republicans have shown acceptance ac-
cording to The Washington Post into the vi-
olation by stating “Trump will not be bul-
lied by China and believe the United States 
should offer more support to Taiwan’s island 
democracy.” 
Trump has also went on to mention that 
the United States sold a billion dollars’ worth 
of weapons to Taiwan, and this was done un-
der the Obama administration which includ-
ed: two frigates, anti-tank missiles, amphibi-
ous assault vehicles and other small weapon-
ry and equipment. 
The residents of China were extremely 
cynical and gave Trump a huge amount of 
feedback, most of it negative according to a 
Times article published Dec. 6th. The feed-
back was picking at the President-elect with 
comments like “Let’s wait and see Trump 
mess up America,” and “let’s ignore him.” 
Taiwan has been cut out of mainland Chi-
na since 1949 immediately after China’s civ-
il war. This is a very emotional subject for the 
Chinese due to decades of China’s propagan-
da from China’s Communist Party. 
“Saturday Night Live” continues to attack 
Trump’s Twitter feed, and continues to still 
bash him for all his recent decisions. 
He tweeted on Dec. 3rd that he “just tried 
watching Saturday Night Live — unwatch-
able! Totally biased, not funny and the Bald-
win impersonation just can’t get any worse. 
Sad.” 
He followed up with comments towards 
the press; Trump stated that “if the press 
would cover me accurately and honorably, I 
would have far less reason to ‘tweet.’ Sadly I 
don’t know if that will ever happen!” 
These tweets come off like an adolescent. 
Trump brings the comedy to himself; he 
just has to stay on Twitter long enough. 
Leave the online fights for college stu-
dents. 
In The Washington Post article published on 
Dec. 6th, Trump claimed that Boeing’s con-
tract to build the new Air Force One should 
be canceled since the “plane is totally out of 
control,” and that Boeing is charging over 4 
billion dollars, a bill Trump is unwilling to 
stand for. His comments on that matter are 
that “Boeing is doing a little bit of a number. 
We want Boeing to make a little money but 
not that much money.” 
I think this is a hilarious comment on the 
price tag for a new Air Force One when the 
plane is responsible for the President’s safe-
ty. That safety should be fully based on qual-
ity. Either way, considering what qualified as 
“little money,” chances are Trump is trying 
to continue his underpaying of his business 
partners. 
Juan Nevarez is a senior psychology major. 
He can be reached at 581-2812 or 
jnnevarez@eiu.edu.
Utilize support 
services to the 
fullest extent
Trump’s Twitter tendency truly troubling
Though Eastern is a small campus with a tight-
knit community, people can still feel bashful or shy 
about asking for help.
This is not just limited to when they need as-
sistance with large issues, such as their physical 
or mental health, but also when they have small-
er personal problems or trouble with their class-
es. While it can be hard, using the resources the 
university has to offer is part of being in a campus 
community. After all, that is why these resources 
are here.
In an article in The Daily Eastern News, some 
Christian students talked about how resources on 
campus helped them keep their faith. Even with 
the distraction and stress of homework, social me-
dia and extracurricular activities, these students 
were able to find a community of peers and men-
tors who help them when they get “distracted.”
Even if you are not religious at all and have not 
been to church since your parents dragged you 
there when you were six, this aspect of reaching 
out to others and finding the resources you need to 
succeed are admirable. These students saw a prob-
lem they had — getting distracted from their faith 
and school — and solved it by using resources, 
such as the Wesley Foundation, to help them stay 
on the right track for them.
One student, Lucas Mossman, a senior finance 
major, said “surrounding myself with good people 
who have the same mindset as me and who want 
the same things” helped him with this. 
No matter what a student’s interests are, there 
are many resources and places on campus where 
they can find people who want to help them 
achieve their goals as well. 
Academic resources on campus, such as the Stu-
dent Success Center, are available for students to 
use at their convenience. For the career-minded, 
Career Services has helped many students craft re-
sumes, applications and cover letters to help them 
land a job or internship. And cultural groups, such 
as PRIDE, Black Student Union and the Latin 
American Student Organization, are there for peo-
ple to connect with others with similar character-
istics. 
If you want to give back to the area with com-
munity service, the Office of Civic Engagement 
and Volunteerism has plenty of opportunities to 
do so, with many organizations to donate your 
time to.
With all of these opportunities, students have a 
broad number of options when looking to connect 
with others and find success in academics and in 
life. These opportunities will not just be handed to 
you, though. You heard right: you actually have to 
go to these places and resources to get the help you 
need. You are not going to get anywhere sitting in 
your dorm room all day.
We at The News encourage all students to bene-
fit from whatever they can while they are still here.
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Finola Dahlke, a fourth grader at Jefferson Elementary School, points out a leg in a painting to her mother, Brooke Banning, an Eastern 
alumna, Tuesday in the Tarble Arts Center. Banning said Dahlke had art on display in Tarble last semester as part of an exhibit that dis-
played local grade schoolers’ art. 
Art gazing 
By Chrissy Miller
Campus reporter | @DEN_News  
From Zumba to a dog chew-rope making station, 
a “De-stress Zone” will have activities for all students 
to help them relax before finals week.
The de-stress zone will be from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday on the third floor of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. University Union.
Maddie Smart, associate resident director for 
Greek Court, said she came up with the idea to help 
make sure students are academically successful. 
“I realize that everyone deals with academics in a 
different way, so when we were looking at making a 
sort of preparation for finals week program, we took 
this idea and created one big program with multiple 
components,” Smart said. “This way we can serve a 
lot of different students who are looking to relax. It 
was really, ‘how can we help the students and also 
make it super fun?’”
There will be free healthy snacks available along 
with a “hydration station” which will have infused 
water, tea and other drinks. Another room, designat-
ed a “laughter room,” will have joke books from the 
Booth Library in it as well as movies. Massage chairs, 
yoga and Zumba will be in the University Ballroom 
of the Union.
The Meditation Club will run a meditation room. 
For those interested in giving back, there will be a 
card-making station to help a local organization make 
holiday cards, and people will also be able to make 
dog chew-ropes out of fleece for the Coles County 
Animal Shelter. 
Faculty members from the Faculty Fellows, a 
group of professors who help students in their resi-
dence halls, will be coming to help with tutoring in 
a variety of areas.
“We really wanted to make sure every student was 
represented,” Smart said. “We got a lot of different of-
fices involved which has been really exciting. We’re re-
ally pumped about that partnership.”
Kelsey Cripe, assistant director of residence life, 
said she is pleased with the amount of interest and 
involvement so many groups have shown in making 
this idea a reality. 
“Panther Catering has created a menu for us that 
is very unique to our needs and what we’d like to do,” 
she said. 
Chrissy Miller can be reached at 
581-2812 or clmiller9@eiu.edu.
Students 
to de-stress 
with Zumba, 
yoga
Jonathan Blitz, president of Eastern’s Chapter of 
the University Professionals of Illinois, addressed 
the senate about insurance premium increases. The 
increases will be as high as $3,000 to $5,000.
The American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees, the largest trade union of 
state workers in the United States, was unable to 
reach an agreement with the Governor’s adminis-
tration about its contract.
Since talks are now at an impasse, Rauner is 
able to impose his terms on the contract, including 
an increase in health care costs for state employees.
Whatever AFSCME bargains for as far as health 
care goes, all state workers get the same deal.
Hung said it would be a good idea to make 
a half sheet to send out to their colleagues to get 
them informed about this increase and get them 
to act against it.
Blitz said another avenue would be to put pres-
sure on the administration to get something done, 
as they “have the ear of Rauner.”
The senate voted to host a meeting Jan. 10 to 
talk about the recommendations from the vitaliza-
tion project 
Eastern president David Glassman will receive 
Dec. 15. Glassman said he would put these recom-
mendations up on the project’s webpage at the be-
ginning of the spring semester.
The senate wants to hear from Workgroup No. 
7 the most, which is looking at academic pro-
grams, as it has concerns on what that workgroup 
was using to evaluate programs.
Samuel Nusbaum can be reached at 
581-2812 or scnusbaum@eiu.edu.
» Faculty Senate
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Scott Stevens, a business professor, said 
Glassman changed them so the workgroups 
could recommend for a program or service to 
continue with increased resources, say which 
programs are stable and do not need any rec-
ommended action, recommend programs or 
services develop a plan to enhance operational 
efficiency, or make recommendations for a pro-
gram or service to be deleted or outsourced. 
Rich said the fourth category of recommen-
dations was altered by the workgroup to say 
“recommendation for program service or out-
sourcing and consolidation.”
Medical insurance manager Angie Campbell 
asked whether the workgroup should prioritize 
its recommendations, as Glassman announced 
at his meeting last Wednesday. 
Rich asked if she meant the workgroup 
should prioritize within the four categories of 
recommendations. 
“I don’t think he went into that detail. I 
thought he just said what you want your list 
of priorities to be,” Campbell said. “He didn’t 
specify; he just wanted the list of priorities.”
Music professor Danelle Larson said the 
group should get clarifications regarding wheth-
er or not it should prioritize its recommenda-
tions. 
Larson said it did not have to do that for the 
preliminary recommendations because its group 
is different.
Accountant Joyce Schumacher said Work-
group No.7 is different because it is not mutu-
ally exclusive. 
But Rich said this time, Glassman specifical-
ly said every workgroup is required to prioritize. 
Stevens said Glassman wants a stand-alone 
page of recommendations with the majority 
and minority ratings prioritized. 
He said it would make sense if only the rec-
ommendations under the fourth category are 
prioritized, but other group members argued 
the recommendations under category one 
should be prioritized as well. 
Rich said the recommendations under the 
fourth category consist of programs with very 
low enrollments. 
“That would be a good opportunity for the 
departments with the very low enrollments (to) 
talk with the president about it,” Rich said. 
Rich said the new terminology for the cate-
gories essentially means the same thing; there’s 
just a little more positive spin on it because of 
the negative reaction from the original ones. 
“The perception is out there that these are 
things that everybody knows already,” Rich 
said. “Nothing that we have in our report is 
breaking news… somebody just put it on pa-
per.”
Rich said the workgroup is kind of on hold 
with the final recommendation template until 
the members hear from Hendrickson or Miller. 
As for formatting its recommendations for 
the last time, Rich sent out a possible document 
to use, essentially starting from scratch and list-
ing the ratings the members had for the differ-
ent academic programs. 
However, workgroup members said it would 
be complicated to use because of all the changes 
that needed to be made. 
Instead, members agreed it would be easier 
to use what they used in the first round of rec-
ommendations and just readjust the ratings or 
recommendations where they need to.
The Workgroup will bring its rating sheets 
and discuss them and formatting final recom-
mendations at its next meeting 4 p.m. Thurs-
day in the Sullivan Room of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. University Union. 
The Workgroup will also send two members 
to meet with chairs of departments it put in the 
fourth category of recommendations, for pro-
gram deletion, outsourcing or consolidation.
These meetings will take place over the next 
couple of days. 
Rich instructed members that if someone 
should show up with multiple people to try to 
change the format of the meeting, then they 
have to explain why they cannot do that be-
cause the meeting was already decided on. 
These meetings are not only good for the 
workgroup, Rich said, but they are also good 
for the departments to help them organize what 
they are going to say to the president when they 
meet with him to discuss the recommendations. 
Analicia Haynes can be reached at
 581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.
» Workgroup 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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For rent
For rent
Announcements
ACROSS
 1 African land 
whose capital is 
N’Djamena
 5 Clumsy sort
 9 Printer problem
12 Like Inverted 
Jenny postage 
stamps
13 Fuel-yielding rock
14 “I guess you 
didn’t get the 
___”
15 Wagering sites, 
for short
16 Onetime rival of 
TWA
17 Kelly Clarkson 
was the first one, 
informally
18 Start of a Mad 
Hatter riddle that 
went unanswered
21 After the N.F.L., 
the most-
watched sports 
org. on U.S. 
television
22 Just dandy
23 End of the riddle
30 Golf or tennis 
coup
33 Small European 
finch
34 Not so risky
35 Totally absorbed
37 All-time best-
selling Frank 
Sinatra album 
(1993)
39 Marcel 
Duchamp’s art 
style
40 Sign before 
Taurus
42 Anglers’ aids
44 School of whales
45 Start of a 
possible answer 
to the riddle
48 Org. in “Argo”
49 Typical user of a 
transistor radio
50 End of the 
answer
56 1956 crisis site
57 Be nuts about
58 Muscat’s land
62 Flower that 
symbolizes purity
63 Sellers had 
three in “Dr. 
Strangelove”
64 Smoke an 
e-cigarette
65 Polo Grounds 
great Mel
66 Flat-bottomed 
boats of old
67 Comic Con, for 
one
DOWN
 1 Feature of the 
Budweiser logo
 2 Kind of yoga
 3 “We have the 
meats” chain
 4 “Two Women” 
director
 5 Blacken on a grill
 6 Del Rey with 
the album 
“Ultraviolence”
 7 Norway’s patron 
saint
 8 Lower in status
 9 Warrior monk of 
sci-fi
10 Bad way to run
11 Underground 
pest
13 Traded verbal 
barbs
14 Caramel bite 
from Hershey
19 Dust-creating 
tools
20 Often-rummy 
holiday drinks
24 “Go me!”
25 Bridgegate 
problem
26 It’s a start
27 First novel in 
Christopher 
Paolini’s 
Inheritance 
Cycle
28 Give Xanax, say
29 “Hipster doofus” 
on “Seinfeld”
30 ___ Spring 
(2010s 
movement)
31 Obama follower?
32 “The Divine 
Comedy,” e.g.
36 Knit item at a 
social
38 Does a slow burn
41 Swords or cups, 
in tarot
43 ___’Pea
46 Much of North 
Africa
47 Take away
50 Viking Ship 
Museum city
51 Night, in Nantes
52 Martial arts 
award
53 Landfill 
emanation
54 Much 
coffeehouse 
music
55 Diez minus siete
59 Upper limit, for 
short
60 Facebook, on an 
iPhone or Galaxy
61 Prefix with 
classical
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     www.woodrentals. com 
10 Year Price Rollback!  
2BR for 2 = $500. 
Now, Spring, or Fall 2017 
½ Block to Lantz 
1, 2, 3, and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
FOR PROFESSIONALS, FAMILIES, & STUDENTS
*Quiet
locations
*As low as 
$222.50/mo 
each person
For appointment 
phone
217-348-7746
820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
www.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
Since 1965
SPENCE’S, DOWNTOWN 
UGLY CHRISTMAS SWEATERS FOR 
SALE, WED.-SAT. 1-5P.M.
_______________________ 12/12
Hookah Clearance Sale Every-
thing must go. Located on the 
square. Indio Cigar Factory. 
348-1514.
_______________________ 12/12
FOR FALL 1 & 2 bedroom apart-
ments across from campus, priced 
reasonable 217. 345. 2416 
________________________ 12/9
Fall 2017.  Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1 - 8 
people.  1 - 3 blocks from campus. 
Rent:  $250 - $400 per person. 
www.myeiuhome.com 
(217) 493-7559.
_______________________ 12/12
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor 
www.woodrentals.com Price Roll-
backs! Call (217) 345-4489
_______________________ 12/12
Pepsi MidAmerica is hiring for sales, 
management and part time mer-
chandisers. To apply call 
(217) 342-3401 or apply at 
pepsimidamerica.com
________________________ 1/13
Help wanted
Leasing for 2016-2017 affordable 
1& 2 bedroom apartments, 6 & 4 
bedroom house near campus great 
location, Village Rentals 
(217) 345-2516
_______________________ 12/12
6 BEDROOM HOME FOR 2017-18 
SCHOOL YEAR.  GARBAGE AND 
LAWN CARE INCLUDED.  $350 PER 
PERSON PER MONTH.  NEWER AP-
PLIANCES INCLUDING WASHER/
DRYER.  847-921-3180.  $1650 RENT 
REDUCTION WITH EARLY SIGNING!
_______________________ 12/12
Spring and Fall 2017: 1,2,3 & 4 BR 
Apts. As low as $222.50. Close to 
campus. (217) 348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_______________________ 12/12
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse 
call 24 hours for details
_______________________ 12/12
3rd St. Close to campus. 1, 2, and 3 
bedroom apartments. Please call or 
text (314) 334-3994. Spring or Fall 
2017
_______________________ 12/12
Fall 2017. Group of 3, 4, or 5 per-
sons needed for 1837 11th Street. 
Close to campus. $300 per person. 
Will negotiate price. Garbage in-
cluded, snow removal. No money 
down at signing. Very nice 5 bed-
room 3 bath, 2 laundry areas, de-
tached garage for smokers, pet de-
posit required. Call or text 
(217) 728-7426.
_______________________ 01/31
Get all the latest news and sports info, 
Like the Daily Eastern News on Facebook!
Snack attack
VIC TOR GOMEZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Carl Winton, a junior health studies major, passes out free snacks to students studying for their finals on Tuesday 
in the Booth Library for student government. Winton said he volu teered to pass ou  snacks to “give students a 
little break because finals can be stressful.”
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OUTCHECK
By Mark Shanahan
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports 
The Eastern women’s basketball team will 
be home for a short time to host the Cleve-
land State Vikings before the Panthers go 
back on the road for three more games.
Both teams head into Wednesday’s after-
noon matchup a game under .500.
Cleveland State is currently 3-4 trying to 
win back-to-back games for the first time this 
season, and Eastern is 4-5 looking to snap a 
three-game losing streak.
The teams have not met since 1994, but 
Cleveland State leads the all-time series re-
cord 3-1.
The Panthers played last Saturday against 
Valparaiso and lost 73-68 despite a 27-point 
fourth quarter that was close to completing 
the comeback.
The Vikings played in the Navy Classic last 
time out and went 1-1 facing Richmond and 
Navy.
They fell to Navy 88-63 but picked up the 
69-65 victory over Richmond. 
The duo of Ashanti Abshaw and Khay-
la Livingston powered the Vikings’ offense in 
the Navy Classic.
Abshaw averaged 25 points per game, while 
Livingston averaged 14. Livingston also led 
the team in rebounds with 5.5 per game on 
the weekend. 
Eastern coach Debbie Black described the 
Vikings’ offense as fast paced. 
“Their leading scorer is a guard — very, 
very talented,” Black said. “She had 30 points 
last game against Richmond. They want to 
push the ball, and their guards are their lead-
ing scorers.”
Against Richmond, Abshaw recorded 
the second 30-point performance of her ca-
reer, and it was just the fourth 30-point per-
formance from a player out of the Horizon 
League this year.
Abshaw was 11-for-19 from the field and 
3-for-5 from behind the arc. 
Black said the Panthers have been work-
ing on a few defensive sets heading into this 
game.
“They really just kind of keep you off bal-
anced, so we’re just going to have to be solid 
defensively,” Black said.
Livingston comes into Wednesday after-
noon ranked third in the Horizon League in 
assists with 5 per game.
She is just 34 more away from reaching 
200 assists in her career.
Alexis Eckles is just four blocks shy of mak-
ing the Cleveland State top-10 career list and 
is at 53 career blocks right now. 
The Panthers’ offense is led by junior Grace 
Lennox, freshman Allison Van Dyke, senior 
Erica Brown and junior Jalisha Smith, who 
each are averaging double digits.
Lennox leads the team in points (12.2), 
steals (14), assists (36) and minutes per game 
(35).
Brown and Smith have handled rebounds 
for the most part, with Brown averaging a 
team high 7.1 rebounds per game and Smith 
averaging 6.9. 
The game is set to begin at 3 p.m. in Lantz 
Arena.
Mark Shanahan can be reached at
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
Panthers host last non-conference home game
Eastern continues road trip at Northern Kentucky 
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior guard Montell Goodwin passes to a teammate during the Panthers' 87-83 overtime loss to Bradley Nov. 29 in Lantz Arena. The Panthers 
will travel to take on Northern Kentucky Wednesday.
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
The Panthers are just five games away from 
starting their conference schedule and are 
fresh off a big road win against Illinois-Chi-
cago Sunday. 
Junior Muusa Dama and sophomore Pat-
rick Muldoon both had foul trouble through-
out the game, but sophomore Aboubacar Di-
allo stepped up and grabbed 14 rebounds in 
the win. 
Eastern’s road trip will continue at North-
ern Kentucky Wednesday.
Northern Kentucky is 5-3 to start the sea-
son including a win against Ohio Valley Con-
ference opponent Morehead State Nov. 30.
Eastern has found success at home this sea-
son at 4-1, but it will have only one more op-
portunity to play in Lantz Arena before the 
games start to really mean something.
Eastern’s first OVC game is New Year’s Eve 
against Jacksonville State. 
Northern Kentucky is 1-1 at home and 3-1 
on the road, and much of its success has come 
from the play of Drew McDonald, who has 
averaged 20.5 points per game through the 
first eight games.
Not only does McDonald lead the team in 
scoring, he also leads the team in rebounds 
with 69. He is also second on the team in as-
sists behind Lavone Holland II, who has 34. 
The Panthers faced a similar situation Sun-
day at Illinois-Chicago having to try and shut 
down Dikembe Dixson, which the Panthers 
did. He averages 22.6 points per game, and 
Eastern held him to just 10 points Sunday.
Eastern won 90-76, and being able to shut 
down Dixson the way it did, may have been a 
deciding factor. 
This season, junior guard Cornell Johnston 
has been able to see a few minutes of rest  — a 
rarity in 2015.
Johnston has done a good job this season 
running the offense and setting up other play-
ers for a bucket, with 30 assists on the season. 
Scoring has come second to Johnston, since 
last year, the offense ran primarily through Trae 
Anderson, and this year everyone can score on 
the team and the Panthers have four players 
who average double-digit scoring each game. 
Johnston averages five fewer minutes than 
what he finished the season with last year, and 
the rest he has had early on may have finally 
made the impact he and coach Jay Spoonhour 
have hoped for. 
Johnston led all scorers with 21 points in 
35 minutes played Sunday and dished out 
nine assists as well, one assist shy of a dou-
ble-double. 
Eastern and Northern Kentucky will tip off 
at 6 p.m. in Highland Heights, Ky., and then 
the Panthers will have two days of rest before 
heading to Macomb to take on Western. 
Eastern will have a week off before play-
ing three games in five days against Western, 
Fontbonne University and Indiana State be-
fore getting to go home for a couple days and 
celebrate Christmas with their families.
The Panthers will have 10 days off before 
opening OVC play Dec. 31. 
The Panthers made the OVC tournament 
last year but ran into a tough Murray State 
team in the first round ending their season.
Eastern is off to a better start overall this 
season compared to last year, and it has the 
team confident. 
Sean Hastings can be reached at
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu. 
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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By Mark Shanahan
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Growing up, Jalisha Smith was 
taught from her family, and espe-
cially her mother, that you should 
always help people in need and 
never look down on them.
Smith is a junior forward on the 
Eastern women’s basketball team 
who has become one of the top 
producers on the court, while also 
being a contributor to the commu-
nities around her off the court.
Smith’s unselfishness did not go 
unnoticed by friends, teammates 
and coaches, as she is now a nom-
inee for the 2017 Allstate NABC 
and WBCA Good Works Teams.
This is an award that honors stu-
dent-athletes who represent sports’ 
finest in areas of community ser-
vice and leadership among their 
peers.
Smith was not expecting to be 
recognized for such an award be-
cause she gives back for her own 
enjoyment. 
“I don’t do stuff just to be no-
ticed, but for them to nominate 
me for something like that, I was 
surprised,” Smith said. “I’m privi-
leged and honored to be nominat-
ed for it. I just enjoy doing things 
for people or helping them, and I 
just didn’t think I would be recog-
nized for it.”
Smith has been doing volunteer 
work since she was little, and she 
was motivated by her whole family 
to do so because there are less for-
tunate people out there that do not 
have the same opportunities as the 
more fortunate. 
“Ever since I was little, we’ve 
done something.  My mom also 
told me you need to help people 
in need. Even if it is just helping 
a little kid tie their shoes, I just 
a lways  tr y  to help someone in 
need.”
Smith is a member of the Stu-
dent-Athlete Advisory Council 
here at Eastern, which is a group 
of student-athletes comprised of 
two or more representatives from 
each sport at Eastern.
The SAAC meets once a month 
throughout each semester,  and 
the representatives for the wom-
en’s basketball team are Smith and 
sophomore Karina Chandra.
When attending these meet-
ings, the members talk about what 
is going on in the community and 
go back and report to their teams 
the information that was given to 
them.
Smith said she is always asking 
to see what is going on in the com-
munity to get the team involved, 
because she feels like the team likes 
to get involved, too. 
Cindy Miller is who Smith al-
ways goes to when asking about 
events.
Miller is the Director of Aca-
demic Services for Athletics, but 
she is also in charge of the Eastern 
Panthers in the Community Pro-
gram. 
EPIC is a competition that was 
established in 2009 by the East-
ern athletic department to promote 
student-athlete involvement in the 
community and on campus.
Each athletic team is  award-
ed points on a scale throughout a 
whole calendar year based on com-
munity service, academic excel-
lence and season accomplishments.
The SAAC works closely with 
Eastern’ student community ser-
vice office to develop the oppor-
tunities for athletes to get out into 
the community. 
Smith worked hard for her team 
to win the EPIC competition last 
season, but the team fell short to 
the men’s soccer team.
Her  t e am s t i l l  h a s  ano the r 
chance at winning the trophy and 
Buffalo Wild Wings party for this 
calendar year.
Smith visited Miller often to see 
what she and the team could do in 
a tight race with other teams last 
year.  
“Just how motivated she is and 
dedicated and positive in every in-
teraction that I have had with her,” 
Miller said. “She is just such a 
well-rounded individual and very 
passionate about being a student-
athlete here. I’m really proud of 
her.”
Miller wrote a recommendation 
for Smith for the award that said 
how much of a leader she is and 
how committed she is to her pro-
gram and getting her teammates 
involved in community service.
An event Smith did that stood 
out for Miller was last summer.
“One of the big ones that comes 
to mind is we had a American Red 
Cross blood drive this summer, and 
I talked to Jalisha about it, and she 
got the whole team involved, and 
it was in the Student Rec Center,” 
Miller said. “I attribute the success 
to that to the women’s basketball 
team, but Jalisha is the one that 
led the charge for that and got the 
whole team involved.”
Smith enjoys doing her volun-
teer work and helping people out 
around the holidays. She said if 
it was flipped on her, she would 
want other people to help her out, 
too.
“I l ike when it is  around the 
holidays,” Smith said. “You just 
go to homeless shelters and help 
give them food. For my church, 
we bought  g i f t s  and de l ivered 
them to homes. To see the expres-
sion on their faces just really made 
me happy. It  makes you reflect 
and know you’re fortunate because 
some of those kids were not get-
ting gifts if we didn’t bring them 
to them.”
Smith is from Chicago and went 
to Simeon High School.
Women’s basketball head coach 
Debbie Black said Smith was a 
player they did not heavily recruit, 
but she became a starter midway 
through her sophomore year be-
cause of her work ethic. 
“Her energy is really something 
you can’t miss when you’re on the 
court. She is fun to watch and she 
can jump over most people,” Black 
said. “She’s not even 5’9” I don’t 
think, but she really worked her 
way through, and I think this year 
really earned the captain, earned 
starting and has played better than 
I thought she ever would for us to 
tell you the truth.”
As a freshman in the 2014-15 
season, Smith played in 15 games 
coming off of the bench in very 
limited action.
She jumped onto the scene in 
the final eight games, when she 
earned her first career starts.
Smith averaged 7.4 points and 
5.5 rebounds per game in those fi-
nal eight games. 
Smith tries to lift up her team-
mates by using positive criticism 
and not yelling at them for mis-
takes when on the court.  
“When one of my teammates is 
feeling down, I pretty much try 
to motivate them. I have to be the 
person where if they mess up, I 
have to let them know.”
So far through her junior season, 
she has started the first nine games 
of the season and is averaging 10.3 
points per game along with 6.9 re-
bounds.
Smith has averaged 22.3 minutes 
of playing time a game and has 
gotten to the free-throw line more 
than anyone else on the team. 
As one of the team’s three cap-
tains, she gives out advice to team-
mates off the court at community 
service events. 
“Be mindful of what they say 
to people and just help people in 
need,” Smith said. “That’s why I 
try and get them involved in out-
side activities. And when we’re do-
ing it, don’t act like you don’t want 
to be there.”
With the holidays and confer-
ence play approaching, Smith will 
make sure that her presence is felt 
on and off of the court.
There are 278 nominees for the 
2017 Allstate WBCA and NABC 
Good Works Teams, which is an 
all-time high for the award.
The final roster of 20 members 
will be released in February.
Mark Shanahan can be
reached at 581-2812 or 
mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
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Smith is the gift of giving back
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Junior Jalisha Smith has been nominated for the 2017 Allstate NABC and WBCA Good Works Teams. Smith is a member of Eastern’s Student-Athlete Advi-
sory Council and always works to get the women’s basketball team involved in community service events.
Community 
service done 
this year
YMCA  
summer camps
American Red Cross 
blood drive
Charleston  
food pantry
Special Olympics
Canned food drive
ROTC
Basketball clinic with 
Girl Scouts
Exchange club  
promotion
MEND workshop
Back to school drive
First Fruits  
Homestead
Hope Reigns Ranch
"She is just such a well-rounded individual and very passionate about being a 
student-athlete here. I’m really proud of her.”
Cindy Miller, Director of Academic Services for Athletics
